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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1592 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, MO, LE, XF 

SUBJ: MOROCCAN INTEREST IN SOUTH LEBANON 

REF: AMMAN 2518 

1 . IF MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR TO AMMAN IS ALSO ACCREDITED TO 
BEIRUT IT IS THE FASTEST AND MOST INVISIBLE PRESENTATION 
OF CREDENTIALS WE HAVE EVER NOT WITNESSED. OUTGOING 
AMBASSADOR DRISS BENNOUNA HAS JUST LEFT, SAYING NOTHING 
ABOUT GHARBI. CHARGE IS BOUBKER MANSOURI. OF COURSE, BENNOUNA 
WAS NOT THE MOST ACTIVE OF MEN AND MAY SIMPLY HAVE OVER- 
LOOKED THE NECESSITY OF TELLING US OF THIS NOVEL ARRANGEMENT. 
PERHAPS MOROCCANS INTEND ACCREDIT GHARBI AND HE HAS NOT YET 
HAD TIME TO PRESENT CREDENTIALS. 

2. 1 DON’T SUPPOSE IT IS ANY EASIER TO GET AN ANSWER OUT 
OF THE MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTRY TODAY THAN IT WAS FIVE 
YEARS AGO, BUT MAYBE SOMEONE COULD GO OVER THERE AND 
ASK THEM, JUST FOR THE HELL OF IT. 
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